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Introduction

lllegal discharges remain a persistent problem for our
natural environment, with 1.142 cases identified in 2024 in
Flanders. A concrete example is the conservation area the
Rottenbos, managed by Natuurpunt.
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Three objectives:

1. Confirming the discharge
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2. Characterizing and
quantifying the pollution

3. Formulating concrete
measures
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Suspicious drainage pipe.

Results and discussion
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In cooperation with Natuurpunt

Effective concentration (mg/kg)
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Materials and methods

Parameters Photometry
 Nitrate (NO37) * Accessible

e Ammonium (NH;") * Direct quantification
 Chloride (Cl7) * |deal for rapid

* Phosphates (PO43") screening

* Surfactants (anionic)
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Aerial photograph 1971 discharge point.

Visualization of the sampling locations.

Soil samples ="MeteNO)
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Increased values: Environmental drawbacks:
1. Ammonium 1. Eutrophication
2. Phosphate 2. Oxygen depletion
3. Surfactants 3. Biodiversity loss
(anionic)
Every action counts

Help keep nature clean

-2 -1 0 1 2

Distance from the source (m)

Promotor research: Jacoby, L.
Faculty of Technology, campus Gasthuisberg, Herestraat 49, 3000 Leuven, Belgium

MEMBER OF



	�           Investigation of protected parcel contamination – Rottenbos, Leuven���	               Deckers, C. Kennis,N. Quintelier, M. Vannetelbosch,L.�	                        �	�����

